
Central HSA Meeting October 8, 2020 

 

Carol Florczak, HSA President Introduction and welcome 

 

Principal’s Update - Dr. Caravela 

-Will remember to order Angelo’s next week on Thursday! 

-They will soon be sending out a communication about Peace at Home Parenting Solutions, 

which offers workshops, resources, tips, on all types of parenting advice from easy meal prep 

ideas, to dealing with anxiety, etc.  

 -We will be one of the first school districts outside of CT to have access to this resource 

-MAP Testing for K will be done by next week (This is done 3X a year, testing reading and math 

comprehension/preparedness) 

-Monday Oct 12 - No School 

-Friday, October 30: Halloween Plans: 

 They will be having the Halloween parade! 

Parents can be standing on playground in the middle at each drop off time, the teachers 

will lead the kids around the playground in their costumes. Virtual students will be invited 

to join in. There was also talk of setting up the Pumpkin/Jack-o-Lantern Walk, so those 

can be put around the playground too. 

 Q: Question on timing for this (for parents with students at other schools): 

A: It will start right as the kids are dropped off. They will drop backpacks to the 

side and do the parade. Shouldn’t last very long. 

-Mascot has been selected!!!!  Central will be the CHEETAHS  (won with a large percentage of 

the parent, student, and faculty votes) 

 Q (Ayanna Bryan): So no votes for Centaurs? LOL 

 

 

BOE Report from Tracey St. Auburn 

-Each HSA has a Rep on the BOE. They report what the board is up to and also report back to 

the board what we are up to.  

-School board is a 9 member board. Each serving a 3 year term. They meet 2X a month, and 

were just able to have their first in-person meeting this week. 

-All of the agendas/minutes/recordings of meetings are available on their website 

-This week’s meeting: the state budget was finally approved, a report on the class of 2020 (130 

students graduated in a beautiful virtual ceremony on the football field), starting working on the 

budget for next year, High School HVAC is almost done, they should be back in school Oct 26.  

-Contact info for Tracey and school board on the website 

 

Faculty Report from Ms. Connolly 

-K Teachers reports -  

 Appleby - K off the a great start, MAP Testing has been a good experience 

Urban - kids excited about Promethean Board, working on journaling and friendship 

activities, starting Halloween activities 

-Pre-K 



The newest students in the district are getting used to the building and being in school. 

Volume getting louder in the class as the kids get less shy!  Kids doing an excellent job 

wearing masks! 

 

 

Presidents Report from Carol Florczak 

-We arranged for cute gifts for Staff Appreciation - popcorn bags for everyone with “popping with 

appreciation” thank you notes! 

 -Ms. Connolly says: THANK YOU! Very much appreciated!!! 

-It was also Custodians Day last week and she dropped off gift cards for the two of them: Mr. 

John and Mr. Vincent 

-Executive Board Positions: 

 -Treasurer still open! Commitment is about 1 hour per week. 1 year term is an option 

(instead of traditional 2 year term). Please recruit! 

-Hillary Trevenen said: the FAS and LAS treasurers happy to help train the 

person on Quick Books, etc.  

 -Secretary: Meredith Busby is proposed 

  -1st: Courtney Kraven.  -2nded: Alexis Saarela  No opposition. 

 Meredith Busby is confirmed!  Thank you Meredith! 

-Committees - will continue to grow and expand. Sent out email yesterday with form to sign up 

for committees - there was a glitch that made it seem like you had to be a chair, but that’s been 

fixed. Talk to anyone you know to see if they want to volunteer/help. All different kinds of 

options. Thank you to those who have already volunteered! 

 

Committee Reports 

-Class Parents - Courtney Kraven 

-All filled except for one PM cohort. All the parents are working together, AM/PM as well 

as across the grades! 

 

-Spirit Wear - Courtney Kraven 

-Have talked to a couple of vendors so far. Have a few volunteers. Once we have  

an approved Cheetah graphic we should be able to launch. Will start with a virtual/online 

sale and take parent orders - and maybe order some extra stock to have on hand 

-Note from Carol: We made $485 on the left over gear from last year at our impromptu 

sale on Monday!  We only have one 4T t-shirt and 2 head bands left! 

-Q (Laurie Davis): If we get Cheetah masks, please don’t use the RAS vendor, there are 

complaints with fit and comfort on those! 

-Q (Anu Anita Negi): The ones the school gave out are great - but you have to order 

200/300 of them minimum. 

 -Alexis: everyone can get 2! 

 

-Fundraising - Ayanna Bryan 

-We have met with the social committee, thinking every event should be a good way to 

raise money too! 



-Some ideas they are thinking of: Anthony’s Cheesecake, Photographer (Nicole Becker) 

for events like Halloween parade, local florist to do some designs to raffle off, Just 

asking for straight donations from busy parents.   

-Working on a special author virtual event with a local Montclair author - ticket would 

include signed book and access to his reading 

 -Note from Carol: For any raffles we need to have a state license  

 -Ayanna: Can we use software/an app to store the money in the interim? 

-Carol: I’m still gathering the documents together to start our account, but then we’d 

need a separate account for any revenue from raffles. 

-Hillary Trevenen: For Auctions you don’t need the special license, they’ve used Bidding 

Owl and other websites to offer online auctions 

 

Social - Laurie Davis 

-Working with class parents on individually wrapped craft idea to give to the kids at 

Halloween parade.  

-Pumpkin Walk - pumpkins will have to be set up that morning (so squirrels don’t destroy 

them the night before!).  

-Q/Clarification - Each kid gets a pumpkin? 

-No, families would bring decorated pumpkins to show off. 

-Organizing a photographer station for Halloween for parents to get photos for $ 

-Also working on other ideas, including a Sommelier hosted virtual wine tasting 

 

Conclusion - Carol Florczak 

 -September minutes are up on the HSA website - motion to pass the minutes? 

  -1st (Courtney Kraven)  -2nded (Alexis Saarela) 

 

 -Last day of Spirit Week is tomorrow - LEI off Bullying (wear a lei or vacation shirt) 

 

 -Other upcoming dates: 

 -Oct 12 - No school/professional day 

 -Oct 30 - Halloween Parade 

 -Nov 3 - Election Day - All classes virtual 

 -Nov 5-Nov 6 - No School 

 -Teacher Appreciation Week coming up in November 

 -Nov 18 - Next HSA Meeting, 7:30 pm! 

 -March 8 - School Pictures (since people have asked) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


